Book Reviews introspective cast of mind. These were the mark of the Dissenter. As such a person he could never resist a sermon, and there were many in the course of a month: nor could he stay away from scientific lectures. He attended, for instance, discourses on optics, mechanics, mathematics, ophthalmology (by the Chevalier Taylor), and travelled to Manchester to see the anatomical models newly invented by Abraham Chovet. In all this Kay was a child of his time and class, for it was the educated, questing nonconformists who were to make some of the most significant contributions to eighteenth-century science-witness the Warrington Academy.
Botanico
This massive compendium-a kind of World List of Botanical Periodicals-is an outgrowth ofthe Hunt Library's project to index all the books and articles on botanical topics from the period 1730 to 1840. It gives about 12,000 titles and includes lay periodicals such as the Gentleman's Magazine. Titles are accompanied by 'nonambiguous abbreviations' and the reader is referred to these, when necessary, from variant-abbreviations used in other sources. The compilers have thus established a new set of standards, which combine clarity with brevity. What is more, they have arrived at these standards from an investigation of the numerous and often deficient forms which abbreviations now take. Just how misleading these can be is shown by a comparison of some commonly used ones with those newly advocated by the Hunt Library. The compilers promise to publish a larger study of the rationale behind this investigation. Historians, however, will probably look forward with greater anticipation to the exceedingly ambitious botanical-index out of which this periodical-list has sprung. E. GASKELL
